
William Shakespeare's 
Christmas Carol, 
By Ian Doescher 

 
Class Readers Theater Instructions:  

 The readers needed for each Act, broken down by Scene, are listed in the 

following pages. Unlike Ian Doescher's book-length plays, this is super short — only 

84 pages. It would make for a great pre-holiday break read, when your students are 

already dreaming of being out of school. It's appropriate for 6-9th grades, I'd say, as 

most will be familiar with the story — A Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens. 

Usually I suggest one scene, per day, and no more, to start as your students 

may struggle to get through those until they get the hang of reading the work. But 

these scenes are so short, with so few readers, I'm going to recommend reading an 

Act a day, making this a five-day in-class read, no more. Maybe even less, depending 

on how proficient your readers are and how quickly they pick up the iambic 

pentameter.  

 Keep track of who is reading by noting, each day, who has read which 

character. This is what these sheets are for: noting who's reading which part. Try not 

to allow students to always read the same character, especially Scrooge. He gets a 

lot of speaking time, so spread that role around. You might even assign it to different 

readers, in different scenes. Also, some characters speak in prose, not verse. Or in 

verse, such as villanelles and rhyming quatrains, but not iambic pentameter. If 

students switch up roles, they'll learn to identify the different forms of poetry. They'll 

also learn a little bit about each character. You want everyone reading because they 

will all need practice doing this and you want to keep them engaged. Non-readers will 

zone out.  

 Because the play is so short, there are few opportunities for speaking parts in 

this play. Act 1 has only 8 speaking roles; Act 2, 10; Act 3 has the most, at 16; Act 4 

hs 14; and Act 5 only 10.  

Each act is broken into scenes, as well: Act 1 has 2; Act 2 has 3 scens; Act 3 

has the most, 4 scenes; Act 4 has only 1; and Act 5 has 3. 

 I also strongly suggest watching the movie in segments that correspond to the 

acts, before or after reading each act. Some students will not have sufficient 

background knowledge to understand the story and thus what they're reading. 

Breaking up the watching / reading helps to keep their interest, as well. 

 In addition, Doescher uses a Chorus. I encourage you to use the Chorus as a 

full-class choral read. It occurs several times in this play. 

 

 

 



 

 

Period: ______________ 

Dates: _________________________ 

 

Cast 

Act 1  

 

 _______                                     ______      Student Name____________________ 

Prologue: 

Chorus____________________________________________________ 

 

Scene 1: 

Ebenezer Scrooge ___________________________________________________ 

Ferdinand, Scrooge's nephew__________________________________________ 

Benedick Cratchit, Scrooge's employee__________________________________ 

Rosencrantz, gentleman seeking charity_________________________________ 

Guidenstern, gentleman seeking charity_________________________________ 

Balthasar, a caroler (singer)___________________________________________ 

 

Scene 2: 

Scrooge____________________________________________________________ 

Christopher Marlow, a ghost, Scrooge's former business partner_____________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

  

  



Period: ______________ 

Dates: _________________________ 

 

Cast 

Act 2  

 

Scene 1                                     ______      Student Name____________________ 
Chorus _______________________________________________________________ 

Scrooge_______________________________________________________________ 

Puck, the Ghost of Christmas Past___________________________________________ 

 

Scene 2 

Scrooge________________________________________________________________ 

Puck__________________________________________________________________ 

Fran, Scrooge's sister_____________________________________________________ 

Macduff's son (Scrooge as a boy)____________________________________________ 

  

Scene 3 

Scrooge_________________________________________________________________ 

Mercutio, Scrooge's former mentor __________________________________________ 

Benvolio, Scrooge's friend of old_____________________________________________ 

Puck___________________________________________________________________ 

Juliet, Scrooge's former love________________________________________________ 

Romeo / Scrooge_________________________________________________________ 

Paris, Juliet's eventual husband_____________________________________________ 

 

  

  



Period: ______________ 

Dates: _________________________ 

 

Cast 

Act 3  

 

Scene 1                                     ______      Student Name____________________ 
Chorus__________________________________________________________________ 

Scrooge_________________________________________________________________ 

Sir John Falstaff, the Ghost of Christmas Present_______________________________ 

 

Scene 2  

Falstaff_____________________________________________________________ 

Nym, man of London______________________________________________________ 

Pistol, man of London _____________________________________________________ 

 

Scene 3 

Beatrice Cratchit, Benedick's wife__________________________________________ 

Martha Cratchit, Benedick's daughter_______________________________________ 

Peter Cratchit, son_______________________________________________________ 

Belinda Cratchit, daughter_________________________________________________ 

Tim Cratchit, son________________________________________________________ 

Scrooge________________________________________________________________ 

Falstaff_________________________________________________________________ 

  

Scene 4 

Scrooge________________________________________________________________ 

Falstaff_________________________________________________________________ 

Ferdinand_______________________________________________________________ 

Miranda, Ferdinand's wife, Scrooge's sister-in-law______________________________ 

Prospero, Miranda's father_________________________________________________ 

Guest 1_________________________________________________________________ 

Guest 2_________________________________________________________________  

  



Period: ______________ 

Dates: _________________________ 

 

Cast 

Act 4  

 

Scene 1                                     ______      Student Name____________________ 

Chorus_____________________________________________________________ 

Scrooge____________________________________________________________ 

Gravedigger 1_______________________________________________________ 

Gravedigger 2_______________________________________________________ 

Witch 1_____________________________________________________________ 

Witch 2_____________________________________________________________ 

Witch 3_____________________________________________________________ 

Peter_______________________________________________________________ 

Macbeth, Scrooge's debtor____________________________________________ 

Lady Macbeth_______________________________________________________ 

Beatrice____________________________________________________________ 

Belinda_____________________________________________________________ 

Benedick___________________________________________________________ 

Martha_____________________________________________________________ 

 

  

  



Period: ______________ 

Dates: _________________________ 

 

Cast 

Act 5  

 

Scene 1                                     ______      Student Name____________________ 
Balthasar_______________________________________________________________ 

Scrooge_________________________________________________________________ 

  

Scene 2 

Citizens of London________________________________________________________ 

Scrooge_________________________________________________________________ 

Rosencrantz_____________________________________________________________ 

Guildenstern_____________________________________________________________ 

Ferdinand_______________________________________________________________ 

Miranda________________________________________________________________ 

Prospero _______________________________________________________________ 

  

Scene 3 

Scrooge________________________________________________________________ 

Benedick_______________________________________________________________ 

Chorus__________________________________________________________________  

    

 

-The End- 

-30- 

 


